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ISEA2026 Special Track Call for Proposals

Ecological Futures Lab

The Ecological Futures Lab: Navigating by New Stars is a living environment inside ISEA2026 — part open studio, part observatory, part commons for ecological imagination. 

Across three days, artists, designers, architects, researchers, technologists, and community practitioners are invited to sketch, prototype, and debate pathways toward regenerative futures. Instead of formal paper sessions, the Lab is an evolving space where dialogues, drawings, models, and data experiments accumulate over time. Participants “navigate by new stars”: connecting place, data, and identity to explore how creative practice can transform energy systems, material cultures, and regenerative futures. 

The Ecological Futures Lab is a special track aligned with the subtheme Eco-Tech Futures – Ecologies of Place. Participants orient themselves within overlapping crises of climate change, energy transition, environmental challenges, and social transformation. 

The Lab will also serve as a pilot for the College of Arts and Creative Enterprises’ proposal for a center and research lab, "Imagination and Ecological Futures," a UAE-based hub for transdisciplinary research in art, design, and sustainability currently being conceptualized. Insights from the Lab will inform the Centre’s roadmap and future programming.

We invite proposals from practitioners and researchers who wish to co-shape this space at ISEA2026.

Please submit an Abstract (150 words) summarizing your proposal and the application form with a proposal of 5 pages max, including: 
· Title and Mode of Participation
· Artist biography (maximum 100-150 words)   
· Proposal 400-800 words 
· Context and references
· Practical requirements   
See Ecological Futures Lab PDF for more details.
*All documents should be prepared in English.
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Title
Mode of Participation
[bookmark: Check1]|_|Process & Prototypes
[bookmark: Check2]|_|Ecological Methods and Tools
[bookmark: Check3]|_|Listening Sessions & Conversational Constellations
[bookmark: Check4]|_|Regenerative Materials Library Contribution
[bookmark: Check5]|_|Data & Story Experiments
Proposal (400-800 words)
Please note that submission lengths must be all-inclusive.
Please read the PDF Overview of Ecologocial Futures Lab to respond to the call.








Questions can be directed to Elizabeth Monoian or Robert Ferry: 
eco-lab@landartgenerator.org





Bio
Bio text should be 12 point, 100–150 word bio for each participant, including affiliation (if any),
location, and key practice/research focus
Proposal (400-800 words) 
The text body should be 12 point. Thematic Statement should describe the artist's overall perspective on their work. Please fill in at least 200 words and at most 500 words.
Context and References (300-800 words)
2–3 images or diagrams (embedded in the PDF / uploaded) 

Links to project websites, documentation, or datasets
Practical requirements
Mention any specific spatial, technical, or material needs (tables, power, small equipment, etc.) 

Discuss whether you anticipate contributing to the Regenerative Materials Library and, if so, what form that contribution might take (physical sample, documentation, case study, speculative material, etc.)
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For technical questions about Microsoft Word formatting please seek online tutorials. For other inquiries, please contact: isea@dubaiculture.ae 

